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PREFACE 


This document is Volume IV: Comment Letters and Public Hearing Transcripts, of the final environmental impact 
Statement and final environmental impact report (FEIS/R) on the proposal by the National Railroad Passenger 
Corporation (Amtrak) to complete the electrification of the Northeast Corridor main line by extending electric 
traction from New Haven, CT, to Boston, MA. 


This FEIS/R has been prepared by the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) and the John A. Volpe National 
Transportation Systems Center (VNTSC) of the Research and Special Programs Administration through a contract 
with the joint venture of Daniel, Mann, Johnson and Mendenhall, Inc., and Frederic R. Harris, Inc. (DMJM/Harris). 


This FEIS/R supplements the draft document published in October 1993 and made available for public comment 
through January 21, 1994. Comments received both in writing and at a number of public hearings have been 
reviewed and evaluated. In some cases design refinements were made, additional analyses were performed, and 
further explanations of potential impacts incorporated into the FEIS/R as a result of those comments. 


This FEIS/R presents a comprehensive assessment of the consequences of each project alternative on the natural, 
physical and social environment. Aspects of the natural environment addressed include noise, vibration, energy, 
air quality, aesthetics and natural or ecological resources. The physical environment includes land use, 
electromagnetic fields and interference, and archaeological resources. The social environment includes 
socioeconomics, historic resources, public safety, and transportation. Environmental consequences are identified 
and, where possible, quantified. Mitigation measures that will reduce or eliminate potential adverse impacts are 
also identified. Based on these factors, the environmental impact of each alternative was assessed. 


Draft Record of Decision 


Based on the analysis contained in the FEIS/R and other relevant considerations, FRA has selected the project 
proposed by Amtrak as modified by appropriate measures to mitigate adverse impacts as FRA’s preferred 
alternative. 


The executive summary of this FEIS/R includes the draft Record of Decision by the FRA regarding its decision 
in selecting the preferred alternative. The final Record of Decision will be issued by FRA no sooner than 30 days 
after the release of this FEIS/R. 


Organization of the FEIS/R 
This FEIS/R consists of four volumes. Volume I is the main body of the FEIS/R. Volume II presents additional 
technical studies to supplement Volume III of the DEIS/R issued in October 1993. Volume III of the FEIS/R 


presents summaries of comments received on the DEIS/R and responses to these comments. Volume IV reprints 
the comments received on the DEIS/R. 
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